
	

 
 
 
 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
‘The Global Whole Being Fund – Caring for Humanity on the Move’ (GWBF) has been going 
through an intense and insightful learning curve (see the website here). Since the Fund's inception, we 
have been filling gaps within the refugee support system covering eleven countries, including the Unit-
ed States. We embarked on our journey as the world is grappling with some of the largest displace-
ments of ‘people on the move’ (an umbrella term for refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced 
people).  
 
At the same time, we have experienced an inspiring shift in the refugee support system. We encoun-
tered a growing number of organizations that uphold the dignity of ‘people on the move’ and their re-
ceiving communities. Thanks to courageous and compassionate heart-led local, national, and interna-
tional programs and initiatives, we see successful ways to support the holistic wellbeing of ‘people on 
the move’ and their receiving communities.  
 
We have also been engaging with the philanthropic community across borders and are grateful for the 
growing support for ‘people on the move' through our peers. There has been an increasing number of 
webinars, public talks, and conference panel sessions covering the importance of re-thinking the sup-
port, addressing trauma, psychosocial, spiritual and communal wellbeing as well as ways to engage the 
receiving communities. We would like to express our gratitude to our grant partner The Grantmakers 
Concerned with Immigrants and Refugees (GCIR) for their leadership throughout the process. As part 
of their commitment to support funders in the sector, GCIR has selected us as one of the case studies 
for innovative grantmaking (find the full case study here).  
 
This edition of our newsletter covers the second part of our learning journey in the Middle East and 
Europe, namely Calais, France and Berlin, Germany.  
 
 

uuu 
 

Reflections on a learning journey across the migration route (Part #2)  
We returned from an invaluable learning journey across the migration route in Lebanon, Greece, the 
U.K., France, and Germany mostly hosted by our esteemed grant partner, Help Refugees. The follow-
ing reflections cover the portion of our journey from Calais, France to Berlin, Germany. We would like 
to thank Help Refugees for their close partnership and exemplary support. The Help Refugees team 
guided us throughout our journey in Calais, helping us visit inspiring “lighthouses” for the holistic sup-
port of ‘people on the move' and their receiving communities across this migration route.  
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Lighthouses in Calais, France  
We did not know what to expect when we embarked on our visit to Calais. Through our partner organ-
izations and the news, we were expecting to say the least an unsettling situation. In the middle of the 
dark picture, one is deeply moved to see “lighthouses” that serve ‘people on the move' on a daily basis; 
putting their lives at risk. Local authorities are increasingly interrogating volunteers for their provision 
of humanitarian, life-saving support for 'people on the move' (see picture below).  
 
Amongst the most inspiring examples is Refugee Community Kitchen (RCK) – Feeding people without 
judgment, which is supporting ‘people on the move’ and the receiving community. The organization 
evolved organically out of volunteers who heard about Calais and decided to contribute by showing up 
and filling live-saving support gaps. The team, which is mostly volunteer-driven is serving two hot 
meals a day cooking colorful, fresh, and healthy, culturally appropriate meals, often based on recipes 
from the countries of origin of the ‘people on the move.' Their improvised kitchen, which lives up to 
all hygienic standards has been professionalized over the last months and is serving 2,750 meals a day. 
Despite the challenging environment since the Calais Jungle demolishing, RCK has found ways to sup-
ply two meals a day.  
 
 

 
(© RCK) 

 
 

 
‘People on the Move in Calais - unwanted and stranded along the border  
 
Despite following the situation in Calais over the last years, the picture that presents itself is yet dif-
ficult to grasp. Calais is a small French town bordering the Channel, the tunnel connecting the U.K. 
and France. Over the last two decades, there have been different camps around Calais. Most know 
Calais for the latest refugee camp called the ‘Calais Jungle.' The 'Calais Jungle' was home to up to 
10,000 ‘people on the move,' when the French authorities demolished it in 2015. Since then most 
Calais Jungle inhabitants either left or are homeless living in the woods and new people have ar-
rived. It is difficult to get accurate numbers, but according to most sources, the number of ‘people 
on the move’ dropped to around 1,000. Many of them are ‘minors and youth on the move' escaping 
life threatening conditions and waiting to reunite with their families in the U.K. With the exception 
of these lighthouses, we experience the daily reality for ‘people on the move' in Calais as inhumane. 
We also witnessed girls dressed as boys trying to protect themselves while living rough and ‘minors 
on the move' at the age of nine who are entirely on their own with no family accompanying them.  
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(© Help Refugees; In Calais, volunteers have been threatened with prosecution for doing no more than helping) 

 
We would also like to express our gratitude for the work of our grant partner Refugee Youth Services 
(RYS). As a two-year-old organization, RYS has filled a critical support gap for ‘unaccompanied minors 
and youth on the move.' In addition to building trust with the minors and the youth, RYS has built a 
strong support base for many who have no other point of support. RYS is providing a safe space for 
social engagement, education, and learning life skills and provides child protection and case manage-
ment.  
 
The other example of exceptional support amidst impossible circumstances is the Help Refugees' ware-
house. That is by far one of the most organized warehouses we have come across. We are encouraged 
by the commitment and dedication of maintaining and running the warehouse, which is a lifeline for 
‘people on the move' who are mostly homeless. The warehouse also lives up to sustainability standards 
as well as upholds the dignity of ‘people on the move;' the policy is only to give out things that are not 
damaged, clean and usable. 
 

uuu 
	
Lighthouses in Berlin, Germany 
Ever since the refugee support crisis has been picked up by the media in the late summer of 2015 Ger-
many is known as the most welcoming nation in Europe and probably around the globe. Angela 
Merkel's ‘Wir schaffen das!’ (English ‘We can do it!’) covered millions of newspaper headlines. Through-
out 2015/16 Germany admitted more than one million ‘people on the move.’ Alongside the significant 
support by the government, the number of civil society organizations filling critical gaps increased as 
well.  With around 200,000 new arrivals in 2017, the number dropped by 70 percent compared to the 
earlier years. The majority of last year's arrivals came from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 
 

 
(© Über den Tellerand)  

 
Since the inception of the GWBF, we have been looking into holistic support models throughout 
Germany. During our visit, we engaged with our current lighthouses Über den Tellerand – make the 
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world a better plate and Give Something Back to Berlin (GSBTB) (both covered in our first newsletter 
here). The latter is continuing its critical work in one of the most challenging shelters for ‘people on the 
move’ known as Tempelhof. We also discovered one additional holistic support model, which is driven 
by the receiving community: Schlessische 27.  
 

 
(© S 27)  

 
Schlessische 27 (S 27) is named after the location in the Kreuzberg neighborhood of Berlin, which is 
very diverse and has amongst others several generations of ‘people on the move.’ By tapping into its 30 
years of experience working with youth at the intersection of art and education, S 27 is supporting 
2,000 'youth on the move' every year. S 27 uses art and education as pathways to foster the resiliency of 
'youth on the move' and to re-establish a sense of agency. 
 

uuu 
Outlook 
 
The Global Whole Being Fund – Caring for Humanity on the Move will continue exploring holis-
tic ways to embrace human dignity, generosity, and kindness around the globe.  
 
We welcome your support and interest! 
Please view this as an invitation to join us! If you wish to support the fund or the organizations high-
lighted here directly, we would be more than happy to share more and connect you with these rays of 
hope! If you know of further examples of inspiring programs and initiatives upholding the holistic 
wellbeing of ‘people on the move', please do share these with us. We have embarked on an ongoing 
learning journey and welcome your ideas and support.  
 
You can contact us here: negar@gwbf.org / Please visit our website here: www.gwbf.org  
 
With full appreciation for all, 
 
The Global Whole Being Fund – Caring for Humanity on the Move, a donor advised fund of RSF 
Social Finance 
 
Advisors to the Global Whole Being Fund - Caring for Humanity on the Move:  
Alan Zulch, Barbara Sargent, Jaune Evans, Negar Tayyar, and Tom Sargent 


